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Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal
                                                   Summary of Charges

PERMANENT PEOPLES’ TRIBUNAL
 Via della Dogana Vecchia, 5-00186 Rome – Italy

THE FILIPINO PEOPLE at the suit of HUSTISYA, DESAPARECIDOS, SELDA and BAGONG ALYANSANG MAKABAYAN,

Plaintiffs,
-versus-

GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, The GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES and the FILIPINO INDIVIDUALS more particularly listed in the FIRST SCHEDULE hereto,

And

GEORGE WALKER BUSH, The GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

And

THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND, THE WORLD BANK, WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO),

And

MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS (MNCs) and FOREIGN BANKS DOING BUSINESS IN THE PHILIPPINES more particularly listed in the SECOND SCHEDULE hereto.

   
               Defendants.

x---------------------------------------------x

Second Session on the Philippines

For:

1. Gross and Systematic Violations of Civil and Political Rights

Extra-Judicial Killings, Abduction and Disappearances, Massacre, Torture, etc;

2. Gross and Systematic   Violations of Economic, 

        Social and Cultural         

        Rights; And

3. Gross and Systematic Violations of the Right to National Self-Determination and Liberation

SUMMARY OF THE CHARGES

Distinguished guests and beloved participants in this historic case:


Let me begin my presentation on the summary of the charges by quoting from the simple, succinct and elegant language of the applicable laws:

“Every human being has the inherent right to life.  This right shall be protected by law.  No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.”  (Article 6 (1) Part III, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights)

“Every people has an exclusive right over its natural wealth and resources.  It has the right to recover them if they have been despoiled, as well as any unjustly paid indemnities.” (Section III, Article 8, Universal Declaration of the Rights of Peoples)

“Every people has an imprescriptible and inalienable right to self-determination.  It shall determine its political status freely and without any foreign interference.  xxx and to break free from any colonial or foreign domination, whether direct or indirect xxx” (Section II, Articles 5 and 6, Universal Declaration of the Rights of Peoples)

These are the three most basic and fundamental rights of every human being and of all peoples in this planet.  To underscore the explicit provisions of the law:  they are inherent, inalienable and imprescriptible.  These rights are not only guaranteed by natural, moral and universal laws of humanity;  more importantly, they support and legitimize the right of every people regardless of color, origin, faith or belief, to engage in all forms of struggle including  armed revolution to defend, uphold or enjoy these rights.

In law, the right to life is broad.  Its main essence is to be assured and protected against being killed, kidnapped, tortured or massacred and the corresponding duty of the state to exact compliance from its own forces and to render justice to the victims.   It includes the right to enjoy freedom, genuine peace and justice, to live in dignity and decency, and to have a meaningful and enlightened participation in matters that affect peoples’ lives.  Having said these, let me stress that our pressing problem now is how to stop the escalating political killings in the Philippines and render justice to the victims by punishing the offenders, indemnifying the victims and dismantling the root causes of human rights abuses and injustice.

It is sad to note that, as we all know, the Filipino people have, for centuries’ been denied these three basic rights by their local and foreign exploiters and oppressors.

Today, we formally announce that the victims of human rights violations of the US-Arroyo regime will file a criminal indictment in behalf of the Filipino people before the Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal.  We will indict, prosecute and hold accountable for gross and systematic violations of civil and political rights, gross and systematic violations of social, economic and cultural rights, and gross and systematic violations of the right to national self-determination and liberation the following persons:

1. illegitimate President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and the Government of the Republic of the Philippines which include her notorious generals like Jovito Palparan, her rabid alter-egos and hatchetmen like Norberto Gonzales and Eduardo Ermita;

2. President George W. Bush and the Government of the United States of America;

3. the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the World Trade Organization; and 

4. multi-national corporations and foreign banks in the Philippines which are notorious for their greed, abuse of power and degradation of the environment.

Gross and Systematic Violations of Civil and Political Rights

We will prove during the trial that Gloria-Macapagal-Arroyo, with the complicit support of George Bush and their co-conspirators, are guilty of the following crimes:

1. planning and implementing a bloody and brutal “total war” and counter-insurgency campaign code-named “Oplan Bantay Laya” (Operation Freedom Watch) purportedly to crush and end the decades-old national democratic revolution being waged by the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), New Peoples’ Army (NPA) and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) but which, by design and intent, has targeted as victims of “neutralization and annihilation” (euphemisms for political killings and physical attacks) both armed combatants and unarmed legal activists, leaders and members of progressive organizations falsely labeled as CPP/NPA/NDF front organizations and suspected supporters, followers and sympathizers; 
2. Thru the aforementioned Oplan Bantay Laya and its implementing projects, and in support of the US global “war on terror” of George W. Bush, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has resorted to state terrorism against both the armed revolutionary movement of the CPP/NPA/NDF and the progressive opposition by explicitly and implicitly directing, abetting, tolerating and rewarding political killings, abductions and involuntary disappearances, torture, massacre and other violations of civil and political rights committed by the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), the Philippine National Police (PNP), paramilitary forces and death squads of the AFP and PNP.

3. Using the documentation and expertise of Philippine human rights organization KARAPATAN, Amnesty International and other international human rights organizations, fact-finding missions and the evidence gathered by the complainant victims, their lawyers and support network, we will prove the following by clear and convincing evidence:

3.1 As of today, there have been 778 victims of extrajudicial killings,  370  have survived political assassinations, 203 have been massacred, 186 abducted and involuntarily disappeared, 502 have been tortured and hundreds of thousands have been victims of illegal arrests and arbitrary detention, indiscriminate bombings, artillery fire, strafing, arson, eviction, forced mass evacuation and displacement, violent dispersals of peaceful rallies, food blockade, harassment, surveillance, false labeling and demonization campaigns, etc.

3.2 These human rights violations are a state policy, being committed by state forces nationwide, with impunity and lack of political will on the part of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and her government to stop the violations, punish the perpetrators, and extend help to the victims.

3.3 Worse, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and her government have been engaged in a systematic and massive campaign to cover-up her crimes by suppressing and obliterating the evidence, blaming the victims, terrorizing, intimidating and physically attacking witnesses and investigators and accusing the CPP/NPA/NDF as the perpetrators.

Gross and Systematic Violations of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

Historically, Philippine economy has been in a chronic state of severe crisis.  Since the turn of the 20th century when the Philippines became a colony of the US to the present, a colonial pattern of trade and unequal relations with the US stunted the growth of the Philippine economy and consigned it to the present backward, agrarian and pre-industrial stage.  In collaboration with the Filipino elite composed mainly of big landlords and big compradors whose political and economic fortunes depend on subservience to their US imperialist masters, the Filipino people have never been allowed by the US to chart their own path to progress and development even after the grant of formal political independence in 1946.


In the 1980 verdict of the Permanent People’s Tribunal on the Philippines, the Tribunal concluded that “Philippine society was semi-feudal and semi-colonial in character whose economy was an adjunct of the US and the world capitalist system and bound by policies dictated by the US and the US-controlled International Monetary Fund and World Bank.”


Gloria Macapagal – Arroyo assumed the Presidency on 20 January 2001 and has been the chief executive and head of state of the Philippines for more than five years now.  During her entire incumbency and up to the present time Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has perpetuated the foregoing exploitative and anti-Filipino programs and impositions and thereby aggravated the miserable conditions of the Filipino people by committing, among others, the following acts:

1. willfully and deliberately abetting and collaborating with foreign monopoly capital, mainly through the US government, the IMF-WB-WTO conglomerate and multinational companies and foreign banks in intensifying the exploitation of the Filipino people, the plunder of the Philippine economy and transgression of the economic sovereignty and national patrimony through the neo-liberal policies of deregulation, liberalization, privatization and de-nationalization.

2. More specifically, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo willfully and deliberately abetted and tolerated the continuing economic plunder, super-profit taking and bureaucratic bribery and corruption committed by multinational companies and foreign banks by granting them special privileges and tax exemptions, allowing speculative investments and inside trading, deregulating the prices of petroleum products, privatizing government corporations and religiously paying the monetary debt burden and thereby sacrificing basic social services for the people. 
By adopting and implementing a cheap and docile labor policy to attract foreign investments, Gloria-Macapagal Arroyo committed systematic attacks on the rights of organized labor and Filipino workers and on the rights of women and children.  
By allowing the dumping and flooding of cheap imported surplus agricultural products and opening up and allowing the intrusions of huge tracts of lands by foreigners, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has destroyed the livelihoods of Filipino peasants and agricultural producers.
By “liberalizing” the mining industry, refusing to recognize the right to ancestral domain, and generally implementing a disastrous economic development program based on maximizing the exploitation of natural resources, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has caused the rapid disintegration of the livelihoods, culture and communities of the national minorities who compose roughly 15% of the national population.  Worse, these policies will irreversibly destroy the environment.

Gross and Systematic violations of the Right to National Self-Determination and Liberation 


Like her predecessors, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and her government and George W. Bush and the US government willfully and unlawfully conspired and collaborated with each other in flagrantly and systematically violating what the 1976 Algiers Declaration appropriately calls the imprescriptible and inalienable right of the Filipino people to national self-determination and liberation.  Specifically,
1. Bush and Macapagal-Arroyo, by means of lies and deceit, imposed the US “war on terror” on the Filipino people in exchange for US support for her illegitimate regime and increased economic and military aid;
2. Bush and Macapagal-Arroyo violated the Filipino people’s national sovereignty and Philippine territorial integrity by US military intervention and imposition of unjust and illegal military agreements such as the 1947 military bases agreement (rejected by the Philippine Senate in 1991) Mutual Defense Treaty, the Visiting Forces Agreement, the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement and the 2003 Non-Surrender Agreement;

3. by allowing the presence and unlawful activities of tens of thousands of US forces in the Philippines, including nuclear-armed warships, war planes and other weapons of mass destruction, espionage and other covert operations.  Macapagal-Arroyo, Bush and their governments violated the Philippine constitutional ban on foreign troops and nuclear weapons in Philippine territory;

4. under the pretext of the “war on terror” US and Philippine military forces committed various crimes against Filipinos such as killings, maulings, physical injuries and rape during the conduct of war exercises and in actual combat operations;

5. Macapagal-Arroyo and Bush unjustly labeled the Filipino people’s struggle for national liberation and self-determination as “terrorism” and employed brutal attacks and violence against the Filipino people and the revolutionary movement in the guise of the US global “war on terror;”

6. Using the bogus “counter-terrorism” the US-Arroyo regime violated the right of national minorities to self-determination by clearing areas of indigenous peoples’ resistance in order to pave the way for the plunder of their land and other resources, foreign investment in mining and development aggression projects;  and
7. In conspiracy with Macapagal-Arroyo, the US, the European Union and other allied foreign governments have resorted to the baseless “terrorist listing” of the New Peoples’ Army, the Communist Party of the Philippines and NDFP Chief Political consultant, Professor Jose Maria Sison in a vicious propaganda campaign to criminalize individuals, organizations and entities who are engaged in the struggle against foreign domination and for a just and lasting peace through comprehensive social, economic and political reforms.
ROMEO T. CAPULONG

Chief Prosecutor
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